Building Climographs (Selected US Cities)

Purpose:

This exercise is intended to build the graphing skills of the student.  In the exercise, the student will use data from almanac sources to construct climographs – bar/line graphs of the climatic conditions of selected cities in the United States.

Procedure:

Obtain temperature/precipitation data from the World Almanac and Book of Facts.  Use the following 10 cities:

Albany, NY

J
F
M
A
M
J
J
A
S
O
N
D

T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P
T/P

_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_
_/_

Albuquerque, NM
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Anchorage, AK
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Baltimore, MD
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Honolulu, HI
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Little Rock, AR
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Los Angeles, CA
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Miami, FL
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Norfolk, VA
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Portland, ME
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Graph these cities (in bar and line graph form) on graph paper.  Use landscape positioning.    Be sure to place the months on the x-axis and the temperature/precipitation on the y-axis.  Place the temperature scale on the left y-axis, and the precipitation scale on the right y-axis.  Make sure the same scale for precipitation and temperature is the same for all of the graphs.  Use different colors to make the data stand out.
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Analysis/Conclusions:

1. Suppose you are making a trip to the five states you analyzed.  What season would you choose to plan your visit?  (Keep in mind you want pleasant temperatures, little to moderate precipitation, etc.)

2. List the types of middle-latitude climates that occur in the contiguous United States.

3. In which type of climate does the largest yearly temperature range occur?
4. If you could move several times per year (to your new vacation homes!), what states would you move to and when?
5. Why can’t you simply rely on location to explain climate?
