Weather Related Facts

1. Until some 180 years ago, water was believed to be an element, rather than a chemical compound.

2. When water freezes as a solid at 0 degrees Celsius (32 degrees Fahrenheit), it gains approximately 9 percent in volume.

3. Whenever water takes the form of solid ice, some liquid and gas are always present.

4. Given enough time, liquid water will dissolve almost any inorganic substance on Earth.

5. The world supply of 326 million cubic miles of water would, if poured upon the contiguous United States, cover it to a depth of 90 miles.

6. Almost all of the water on Earth is in the oceans, 97.2 percent of the total volume.

7. The highest evaporation rates on Earth occur in the Red Sea and Persian Gulf.

8. A drop of water may spend 12 days in the air.  That same drop may be locked in a glacier for 40 years, in a lake for 100 years, or in the ground from 200 to 10,000 years, depending on depth.  Every drop is moved through the hydrologic cycle.

9. The atmosphere has more than 3000 cubic miles of water in it as vapor.  If this suddenly condensed, it would cover the earth with nearly an inch of rain.
10. An average-sized thunderstorm releases more energy than 120 kiloton nuclear bomb.  On Earth, there are more than 10,000 thunderstorms everyday.

