Agency helps fund disaster preparation 

By Julie Littman, jlittman@VenturaCountyStar.com
December 16, 2006 

A program at Moorpark High School will receive extra funding from an insurance agency next week to help foot the cost of specialized equipment, said school officials. 

State Farm Insurance has offered a donation of $5,000 to the Radio Amateurs and Disaster Operations, or RADIO, program offered at the school. 

"We feel it's important to know about disaster preparedness," said Samona Caldwell, public affairs specialist from State Farm Insurance. 

She said the RADIO program provides the same kind of information to students that the insurance agency tries to give to the community. 

This class, which began in fall, is the first of its kind in the nation to offer students both emergency training and emergency ham radio operation. 

The yearlong class provides its 34 students with Student Emergency Response Training, cardiopulmonary resuscitation and first-aid training. They each will receive an amateur radio license. 

Tom Baker, the program's teacher, said the funding will go toward creating disaster preparedness booklets, quick reference guides and refrigerator magnets that he will pass out to students and give to State Farm for its clients. 

He said this literature will help keep students, and in turn their families, well prepared. 

The insurance agency said it plans to continue funding the program next year and in future years. 

Baker said he would like to use that money to transform his classroom into an interactive learning center with wireless laptops, resuscitation dummies, a smart board and other equipment. 

He said the class has been going well, and many students have expressed interest in future classes. 

"After 15 weeks, the students are behaving more like a team," he said. "They love the class." 

He said six students will start an emergency medical technician course at the beginning of the year. Some students have even expressed interest in careers with emergency agencies. 

The class, which was based on the premise of giving high school students the opportunity to help during a major disaster, was approved last April. 

RADIO graduates could use the high school as a command center during a major disaster. Students would be outfitted with Red Cross identification and use ham radios to communicate with various fire, police and Red Cross personnel.
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