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	High school teaches disaster preparedness, radio skills, CPR 
By Sylvie Belmond belmond@theacorn.com 



LEADERS IN A CRISIS-Moorpark High students Ryan Chipman, Jon Ginolfi and Chase Fiscus, back, listen to Los Angeles Fire Department Capt. Stacey Gerlich who coordinates emergency response for the municipal fire department. Gerlich was visiting the school's emergency preparedness class. The course is a national model, according to officials. The city recently received an award to recognize the collaborative effort of the city and the school to implement the program. 
The predicted return of El Niño this winter will probably bring flooding to the region, said Tom Baker, who teaches meteorology, math and emergency preparedness classes at Moorpark High School. But if a disaster strikes, local residents will get extra help from an unexpected source, thanks to the efforts of local city and school officials. 

The Radio Amateurs and Disaster Operations (RADIO) course taught by Baker and Guy Aronoff at the high school is the first of its kind in California. The class prepares youth to become first responders if a disaster strikes. 

This one-year elective credit course is open to all high school students. The curriculum includes Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training, radio amateur civil emergency service basics and emergency communications. It also covers CPR, first aid, automated external defibrillator training, basic search and rescue, peer mediation skills, emergency preparedness and other training to meet disaster and emergency situations. 

The Moorpark program is a national model, according to Battalion Chief Theodore Smith of the Ventura County Fire Department. 

"The young people embrace it and it's a wonderful way for the kids to learn about first-responder careers firsthand," he said. 

Having youths trained to give minor medical aid, do structural assessment and secure gas and utility lines is an asset to the community. 

"But we don't encourage them to go beyond their training," Smith said, indicating that must be left to the professionals. 

"The class is fantastic," said an enthusiastic Baker, who regularly invites professionals to the school to motivate his pupils. 

"It gives you skills and knowledge to be more self-sufficient when the next big disaster hits," said Capt. Stacey Gerlich, CERT program coordinator for the Los Angeles Fire Department. Gerlich came to address the students last week. 

"We're going to have another big earthquake. We don't know when, but it will happen. . . .When a disaster happens, you can't pick up the phone and call 911 for help because they won't answer," Gerlich said, emphasizing the importance of self-sufficiency in such situations. 

In addition to being ready to help people after a natural disaster strikes, students should share what they know with others, Gerlich said. 

The knowledge gained in this class will also open some doors, Gerlich said. 

"The training is going to get you ready and you will have a lot of fun at the same time," she said. 

The California Emergency Services Association awarded the city of Moorpark this year's Gold Award for the public sector because officials helped to create the CERT/ RADIO course. The award is presented to an individual or an organization for outstanding service in the emergency management field. 

Aronoff and Baker credited Mayor Patrick Hunter for being the genesis of the high school course. 

According to Aronoff, Hunter spoke to his U.S. government class about two years ago on the state of the city and realized the students were interested in community involvement that really mattered. The mayor suggested that emergency preparedness and first responder training might help students learn about grassroots citizenship and would offer a meaningful way for students to fulfill their community service requirements for graduation. 

"In times of emergency, trained high school-aged students are particularly helpful in responding to the needs of children who have been traumatized by a disaster or other natural emergency," Hunter said. 

Hunter and city staff brought Capt. John Jell, a CERT trainer with the Ventura County Fire Department, together with Aronoff and Baker. They created a CERT class at the high school that met for the first time last year. 

Moorpark is the first high school in the state to offer emergency response training to its students for school credit, Jell said. To date, about 30 students have completed the training. 

According to Mark Spencer, education and technology program coordinator for the American Radio Relay League, Moorpark may even be the first high school in the nation to integrate amateur radio emergency communications with CERT. 

First-responder training isn't just for young people. A standard CERT program is also open to all Ventura County residents. The community-based and high school-based programs continue with instructors provided by the Ventura County Fire Department. 

For more information on CERT training, call city representatives at (805) 517-6248.
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