Surface Chart
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Outline USA.  (orange)
· Shade appropriate state.  (orange)
· Draw past history of highs, lows and troughs.  (yellow)

· Shade in precipitation (rain/snow).  (green)

· Shade in dust/haze.  (brown)

· Shade in thunderstorms.  (red)

· Shade in freezing drizzle.  (red)

· Shade in fog.  (yellow)

· Shade in freezing fog or rain.  (red)

· Draw in highs.  (blue, add 1 mb for center of highest pressure)

· Draw in lows.  (red, subtract 1 mb for center of lowest pressure)

· Draw in cold fronts.  (blue with shaded triangles)
· Draw in warm fronts.  (red with shaded half circles)

· Draw in occluded fronts.  (purple with alternate shaded triangles and shaded half circles on the same side – warm: half circles first and last; cold: triangles first and last)

· Draw in stationary fronts.  (blue shaded triangles and red shaded half circles on alternate sides)

· Draw in isobars.  (every 4 mb in black)

· Draw in troughs of low pressure.  (black)

· Label air mass types.  (mTw, mPk, cTw, cPk, cTk, etc. blue for polar and red for tropical)

· Do NOT draw in ridges of high pressure.

· Analyze to edges of chart.

· If contours do not close for highs/lows, put “UNK”.  (blue or red)

· Draw in title (SFC), valid time (VT) and date at bottom of chart.  (black)[image: image2.png]



