Satellite Picture (VIS)
· Outline USA.  (orange)

· Shade appropriate state.  (orange)

· Label past history of jet streams.  (yellow)
· Label current jet streams (see 300 mb chart).  (red)

· Label air mass types (see surface chart).  (mTw, mPk, cTw, cPk, cTk, etc.)

· Label fronts (see surface chart).  (high – blue; low – red)

· Analyze to edges of chart.

· Draw in title (VIS SATELLITE), valid time (VT and date at bottom of chart.  (black)
This chart is only available during the daytime.
The top of a thunderstorm will reflect back about 92 percent of the sunlight, its albedo is 0.92.  This means it will appear very bright on a visible satellite picture.

Fresh snow reflects nearly 80% to 90% of sunlight.  It has an albedo of 0.80 to 0.90.  It will show up well on a visible chart.

The more light that is reflected (the higher the albedo), the better the target will show up on the visible satellite picture.  Here is a table of various surfaces.
	Sample albedos

	Surface
	Typical
albedo

	Fresh asphalt
	0.04

	Worn asphalt
	0.12

	Conifer forest
(Summer)
	0.08, 0.09 to 0.15

	Deciduous trees
	0.15 to 0.18

	Bare soil
	0.17

	Green grass
	0.25

	Desert sand
	0.40

	New concrete
	0.55

	Ocean ice
	0.50 to 0.70

	Fresh snow
	0.80 to 0.90

	Old snow (3 to 5 days old)
	0.59
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