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	MOORPARK - Inspired by the call for disaster preparedness after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and Hurricane Katrina, officials at Moorpark High School are putting together a unique course to teach students everything from wireless communication to search-and-rescue skills and emergency first aid. 

"Teaching our students about preparedness better prepares our community," said math teacher Thomas Baker, who has been working with Principal Kirk Miyashiro to develop the program. 

The class - one of the few nationwide - is set to begin this fall and already has 30 students signed up. It received a thumbs-up from the Moorpark Unified School District board Tuesday. 

"This is going to be a fun class. We can't wait," said Matt Allen, 17, an 11th-grader who wants to be one of the first students to take the class. 

Another already signed up is 17-year-old 11th-grader Clark Gable, named for his late movie star grandfather. 

"I think this is a one-of-a-kind class," he said. "Everyone should have an idea of how to respond in a disaster, and taking this class will allow us to do more." 

The course, called Radio Amateurs and Disaster Operations, is open to ninth- through 12th- grade students as an elective. 

The students will undergo testing to receive amateur radio licenses, American Red Cross first aid training certification, Red Cross cardiopulmonary resuscitation certification and certification in the use of automated external heart defibrillators. 

They will also receive search-and-rescue training with the Ventura County Fire Department and other disaster preparedness instruction. 

Baker said the one-year course will include visits by professionals in law enforcement, firefighting and electronics, so it should help expose the students to a wide range of career opportunities. 

After taking the course, students will be ready to work as volunteers if needed by professional agencies in emergency and disaster operations on and off campus, Baker said. 

Elliot Blufer, 14, a ninth-grader who is president of the school's amateur radio club, said his class schedule won't allow him to take the new course next year, but he hopes to take it before he graduates from Moorpark. 

"You see more and more on the news showing us how you can use these skills to help people," he said. "The skills offered by this class are invaluable and will be with you throughout your life." 

Mark Spencer, a retired Air Force pilot and coordinator of the Education and Technology Program for the American Radio Relay League, said he has been supporting the Moorpark proposal, which he hopes will become a model for other schools. 

"To my knowledge, Moorpark is the first school doing this," he said. "If they are successful, I hope they will set a model that other schools across the nation will attempt to emulate." 

The course should help introduce the students to a culture of personal responsibility and explore careers in emergency management, including as police officers, firefighters and emergency medical technicians, he said. 

Miyashiro has been an amateur radio operator since 1984 and understands the potential of the proposed course, having used his radio to help police in emergency situations. 

"Our whole dream is to get these kids into the community to serve," he said. 

He said Baker has already received a license with the school's call sign, W6MHS, and received thousands of dollars in radio equipment from private donors. 

"I want these students to have the trickle-up approach to their families and the entire community," Baker said. "... When you come out of my class, you will not only be well-trained, you will be able to help others prepare." 

Information on the class and a course in meteorology Baker teaches at the school is available at www.mhsweather.org. 
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